
Submit application for DBE Certification

APPLICATION RECEIVED

File Analyst reviews application for completeness All Required Documents included

Additional documents submitted

Applicant contacted and onsite visit is scheduled

File analyst conducts assessment of application, 
site visit report, supporting documents to determine 
ownership & control by disadvantaged owner(s) 
Licence(s) verified; NAICS codes/Work code 
assessed, prepares recommendation to 
management for final determination.

Business Size Standards are 
set by the US Small Business 
Administration (SBA). Size 
standards are a three year 
average annual receipts. 
Visit 13 CFR §121.201 or 
http://sba.gov/size for 
more Information.

Social & Economical 
Disadvantaged Groups:
1. Hispanic
2. Black
3. Subcontinent Asian
4. Native American
5. Asian Pacific
6. Female

Individual Determination of Social & 
Economic: Disadvantage Individuals 
who do not fall within six presumptive 
groups are encouraged to Visit 
Appendix E to Part 26 for SBA regulations 
concerning social & economic 
disadvantage determinations. 13 CFR 
124.103(c) & 124.104.

If an individual demonstrates 
that he/she is able to 
accumulate substantial 
wealth, the individual's claim 
of economic disadvantage 
may be denied, even 
though the individual's PNW 
is less than $1.32 million.

Quickstart DBE Certification Flowchart
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 APPLICATION DENIED FOR NON COOPERATION

90 DAYS FROM RECEIPT OF ALL PERTINENT DOCUMENTS (MAY BE EXTENDED UP TO 60 DAYS).
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APPLICATION DENIED – DENIED APPLICANTS 
GRANTED APPEAL RIGHTS WITH US DOT

Application approved – NAICS codes assigned; 
approval letter sent; placed on DBE database
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Within the 
Personal Net 
Worth (PNW) 
Limitations? 
[$1.32 Million]

1 
Within Business 
Size Standards? 
[Up to $23.98 
Million]

2
Socially & 
Economically 
Disadvantaged?

3
Individual 
Social & 
Economical 
Disadvantage.

6
Meet the 51% 
Operational 
Control 
Requirement?

Meet the 51% 
Ownership 
Requirement?

4 5

APPLICANT MUST MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS 

 See corresponding numbers at bottom of page for explanation.
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